
June 2023 
 

 

 

FBC-LEO acknowledges all fathers! 

Happy Father's Day! 
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President's Message 
 

Greetings FBC-LEO Members and Friends, 
 
Happy Father's Day to all fathers, grandfathers, 
godfathers, uncles and those who have stepped 
into a fatherly role. 
 
In acknowledgement of Men's Health Awareness 
Month, it is important that we become and stay 
active. As men, we play important roles to our 
families, friends, and communities; therefore, lets 
strive to live a healthy and productive life. June is 

also National Gun Violence Awareness Month. Gun violence is one of the 
leading causes of premature deaths in the United States. All children should 
feel safe in their communities and schools. Wearing orange this month 
signifies that we are fighting in hopes of a future free of gun violence. 
 
Registration for the FBC-LEO Annual Breakfast/Business meeting on August 
10th at 7:00 a.m. will open soon. More information regarding the 
Breakfast/Business meeting is forth coming. I hope to see everyone at the 
Florida League of Cities' Annual Conference, August 10-12, 2023, to be held at 
the Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek in Orlando, Florida. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominations are being accepted until June 16th, for the following FBC-LEO 
Board positions: Treasurer, Assistant-Treasurer, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, 
Parliamentarian, Regional Coordinator/Membership Director (North), Regional 
Coordinator/Membership Director (South), Historian, Chaplain and Sergeant-
At-Arms. Please submit your nominations by using the button below. 

 

Submit Nominations Here 

  

 

  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001CucZN7wWW268l43-KszbLLOHKl_zTrHMDqbflOkTGai6VweeitEX6t4gbrYIzcpEWdpAKoicfyuggrjCb1KzXmRyg46rDEpoT__Y-O5TRSVw9QD98mwWFUBUKkusYLMPUY7ph3AS1IRrh4-6dYWWznvWUZEFr9yGOmKMotUtlRoxgneKeoYeeZr4N7zy9UmNOelj5DM_T7NVgHf2yr_vOLjuE0NJanv_sxIIw3IqHmEbiBV8cRFikA%3D%3D%26c%3DZlHAMY4Pd_si2oPCwdlapH85b66UE7UN0buPgEySHhkjNHn5tUkLVw%3D%3D%26ch%3DdUk5ckKNMVxM0Y36Gvq4R0WpRh8VM1UX6zTaV4SOXjruNBQJynVlvw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ccandrewsmoye%40flcities.com%7C910a21229fa544340ff508db63828dfc%7C2d642e08dfa4427d864657d423c7c43e%7C0%7C0%7C638213184640216670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O8GdJh6dkJl2NENeP6ABVjwTcCECaL%2BB%2Fs7UWbicbUs%3D&reserved=0


President Morris West 
Commissioner, City of Haines City 

 

 

  

 

 

  

New Member News 
 

 

 

Welcome the newest FBC-LEO Member: 
 

We are thrilled to have you as a member of the FBC-LEO organization and look 
forward to getting to know you. 

 
• Commissioner Mary Mathis, City of Plant City 
• Mayor Pro tem Braheem Russ, City of Midway 

 

 

 

  

Member Highlight 
 



We would like to highlight the new Mayor of 
Gretna, Mayor Gary L. Russ, Jr. Mayor Russ is a 
native of Gadsden County, Florida. He has served 
on the Gretna City Commission since 2019. Mayor 
Russ is a graduate of Florida Agricultural & 
Mechanical University’s (FAMU) College of Social 
Sciences, Arts, and Humanities. Mayor Russ also 
received a Master of Social Work degree within the 
same week of being elected Mayor.  
 
Through life’s many endeavors and tribulations, he 
has worked to transform his community by 

renewing and developing himself. Mayor Russ has over five years of 
experience in working in customer service, almost five years of experience in 
behavioral, mental and psychiatric health and two years in the medical field as 
a combat medic in the Army Reserves. In addition to his service to his 
community, he has served for five years as an educator in Gadsden County 
Public Schools, where he currently serves as a full-time middle school Civics 
teacher at James A. Shanks Middle School in Quincy, Florida. He also serves as 
the Vice-President of the Gadsden County Classroom Teachers Association. 
 
Mayor Russ' aspiration in life is to be an influential vessel of change that 
strives for the betterment, empowerment, and continued success of his 
community. His life's motto is to "accept nothing less than the best”, and lives 
by the words of the great Malcolm X, “Education is the passport to the future. 
The future belongs to those who prepare for it today!” 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have an FBC-LEO Members and/or member city you would like to have 
featured in our monthly newsletters, please submit to fbcleo@flcities.com.  

 

 

 

  

Events and Training Opportunities 
 

 

 

Reserve Your Seat for IEMO in Palm Beach Gardens June 9-11 

mailto:fbcleo@flcities.com


The Florida League of Cities and the John Scott Dailey Florida Institute 
of Government are proud to bring you the Institute for Elected 
Municipal Officials (IEMO).   
 
This educational program is specially designed for newly elected 
officials and those with less than one term in office. IEMO is a two-day 
program held Friday through Saturday and is offered four times per year at 
several locations throughout the state.   
 
This intensive academic program offers a comprehensive overview of Florida 
municipal government, presented by a faculty of top professionals in the field. 
IEMO I will be held June 9-11 in Palm Beach Gardens.  

Register Here 

  

  

  

June 9-11 
Palm Beach Gardens 
Institute for Elected Municipal Officials 
  
June 20 
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
FLC University Quarterly Ethics Webinar 
  
**All times Eastern unless otherwise noted** 

 

  

  

 

 

  

From our Partners 
 

 

This summer, the National Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials 
(NBC-LEO) is excited to host its annual conference in the jubilant “city with 
soul,” Jackson, Mississippi! Join your peers June 13-16, 2023, for four days of 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001CucZN7wWW268l43-KszbLLOHKl_zTrHMDqbflOkTGai6VweeitEX6nZE2L-B-hxh4_i9lj2E1nIgQ0N4gH5cJdA9gVvQP-mMswG30YgzOtdfaR2ERipvvMPJy4Ypwnfxu1ZtSu33nMih-CulfSRpxeknN0L-CFjgmAgy2RI-aJKYrJ130Ae6QiYZKkxP2N5jeE6j4t9Q533Nj5rzdv_q95hon76vezhY%26c%3DZlHAMY4Pd_si2oPCwdlapH85b66UE7UN0buPgEySHhkjNHn5tUkLVw%3D%3D%26ch%3DdUk5ckKNMVxM0Y36Gvq4R0WpRh8VM1UX6zTaV4SOXjruNBQJynVlvw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ccandrewsmoye%40flcities.com%7C910a21229fa544340ff508db63828dfc%7C2d642e08dfa4427d864657d423c7c43e%7C0%7C0%7C638213184640216670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DWZRNi25Yz%2BDQcXCB2rsY4YqjAbQDGGaB09fv2xCynY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001CucZN7wWW268l43-KszbLLOHKl_zTrHMDqbflOkTGai6VweeitEX6nZE2L-B-hxhrQqA67onx7PNNSXO6altioFTkHIlHrG1Wsnj9MaJUsDsXJFBD1MpyEw7QZ6OlA0wpkI5Mt1PFu06vm8G7Ccm_8YiE5fe5Tcw-yxl3TIEJeqZUAx3-Rzs_F_E_vLc_NTB7kFtNt_MroOrk8icyElIGyn2QXxFVcpDdFSgxXAWKq7fnNpjR7fK0N64-udVdXD5yrJ6sSutqVpsiAlpS0DaJKaLp8jxyIIskB0QNxf8FEHvV9DfOPEbfLO9m7Zf7mfbncA2uy7HL3w%3D%26c%3DZlHAMY4Pd_si2oPCwdlapH85b66UE7UN0buPgEySHhkjNHn5tUkLVw%3D%3D%26ch%3DdUk5ckKNMVxM0Y36Gvq4R0WpRh8VM1UX6zTaV4SOXjruNBQJynVlvw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ccandrewsmoye%40flcities.com%7C910a21229fa544340ff508db63828dfc%7C2d642e08dfa4427d864657d423c7c43e%7C0%7C0%7C638213184640216670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wJvqaWxNckMQiYDLUW3hEHi6BGqk6t4I%2FCuEQ89pTAs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001CucZN7wWW268l43-KszbLLOHKl_zTrHMDqbflOkTGai6VweeitEX6nZE2L-B-hxhvIYfXXNAtPx9Nl9tCjgNyGpKmxEbTdQe5O7VmfnQFTdTWuNL99zIqJIvvF_TsXx5hErbKXNbaaOr7Gn-jX59G5FoM6aQr5ah1ks7BQ7l5MzOf6V9kwm-AjZsystwkjz8o78s4DEGCbQ%3D%26c%3DZlHAMY4Pd_si2oPCwdlapH85b66UE7UN0buPgEySHhkjNHn5tUkLVw%3D%3D%26ch%3DdUk5ckKNMVxM0Y36Gvq4R0WpRh8VM1UX6zTaV4SOXjruNBQJynVlvw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ccandrewsmoye%40flcities.com%7C910a21229fa544340ff508db63828dfc%7C2d642e08dfa4427d864657d423c7c43e%7C0%7C0%7C638213184640216670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oOsyzwe0Me5YgHfQMwX6qZBBHKw3lG1%2FtudvzIRxxkc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001CucZN7wWW268l43-KszbLLOHKl_zTrHMDqbflOkTGai6VweeitEX6nZE2L-B-hxhdZr5KRQKOMBU4Dl6jlCXBdpm_H83P2C3F2lYUdgtkzCLojTdhk1RlfuPeeI8E0Abn-pQz-zveV1lYBVrGY53TM_Q_OtFg2PZQCdulVycy_6QyFD8TgCwG3eFtwV3YcwYEzZmXppg3iFpKFF1n18ivv94vYznTgsSagr3sl2qUB4%3D%26c%3DZlHAMY4Pd_si2oPCwdlapH85b66UE7UN0buPgEySHhkjNHn5tUkLVw%3D%3D%26ch%3DdUk5ckKNMVxM0Y36Gvq4R0WpRh8VM1UX6zTaV4SOXjruNBQJynVlvw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ccandrewsmoye%40flcities.com%7C910a21229fa544340ff508db63828dfc%7C2d642e08dfa4427d864657d423c7c43e%7C0%7C0%7C638213184640216670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cIGeRzp%2FwNKZ4%2Br%2FHe10u2u2yA%2B3jyY4F%2FDDdYIJI40%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001CucZN7wWW268l43-KszbLLOHKl_zTrHMDqbflOkTGai6VweeitEX6nZE2L-B-hxhdZr5KRQKOMBU4Dl6jlCXBdpm_H83P2C3F2lYUdgtkzCLojTdhk1RlfuPeeI8E0Abn-pQz-zveV1lYBVrGY53TM_Q_OtFg2PZQCdulVycy_6QyFD8TgCwG3eFtwV3YcwYEzZmXppg3iFpKFF1n18ivv94vYznTgsSagr3sl2qUB4%3D%26c%3DZlHAMY4Pd_si2oPCwdlapH85b66UE7UN0buPgEySHhkjNHn5tUkLVw%3D%3D%26ch%3DdUk5ckKNMVxM0Y36Gvq4R0WpRh8VM1UX6zTaV4SOXjruNBQJynVlvw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ccandrewsmoye%40flcities.com%7C910a21229fa544340ff508db63828dfc%7C2d642e08dfa4427d864657d423c7c43e%7C0%7C0%7C638213184640216670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cIGeRzp%2FwNKZ4%2Br%2FHe10u2u2yA%2B3jyY4F%2FDDdYIJI40%3D&reserved=0


empowering conversations, leadership development, mobile tours, and a 
chance to connect with local leaders like yourself while exploring issues unique 
to your role as an African American local elected official.   

 

Register Here 

  

 

 

 

  

2023 Meetings and Events  
 

 

 

Be sure all of the upcoming FBC-LEO events are on your calendar. 
 

  

  

 
Annual Breakfast Meeting 
Registration opening soon 

 

 
Friday, August 11, 2023 
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. ET 
Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek 
(In conjunction with FLC Annual 
Conference, August 10-12, 2023) 

  

 

 

  

Find Us on Social Media 
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Click on the icons below to follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube 
and Twitter! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

Florida Black Caucus of Local Elected 
Officials 
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